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REAL ESTATE AND

Closing Days of an Ac-
tiveYear LeaveAgen ts

in Good Trim.

PROSPECTS GOOD
FORTHE NEW YEAR

Richmond Home Builders Look-

ing More to Architectural
Beauty.New Year Will Wit¬
ness a Real Building Boom,
Money Makers Become

Home Makers.

The real estate men rarely ever at¬

tempt to do any UuBlness the laat two

:<r t'iree weeks ln the year. Durlng
thosn weeks they busy themselves
bulanclng up booka, clearlng desks and
maklng y.""11 ready for the new yenr.
l'lils year haa been a falrly proaperous
ony wlth all of the agents, or nearly
all of them, and they seem to havo
been Batiafieri tlie paat week to work
on thelr books and get ready for a

"Merry Christmaa and happy Now
Year." For these reasons they did not
try to do much bualness, only auch aa
waa forced upon them. Considerable
¦¦.;.¦<. were made, however, malnly of
rasldentlal and auburban property.
The big deal of buslneaa property

on Eighth Street. whieh haa already
been noted, took on ita I'.ntahlng
touchea the paat week t)y the recorda-
t'on of deeds. However, thla deal ln-
volvlng aomethlng like Jl'sO.OOO, had
long been on tno stnng, and. after all,
was largely ln the nature of awapping
and tradlng, bul all the aame lt made
I'utte a ahow on the booka and helped
out commlsBlon accounts and court
clerk'a fees not a little.

1 "i.kihk to New Year.
TKe crlsp December alr la full of big

rutnori about transactlons that got on

the atrlng ln the closing hours of the
old year and are llable to fall off ln
the consummation basket early ln the
new year. Theae rumora, aome of
whlch, the most of whlch. Ir. fact,
seem to be woll founded. hlnt at nu-

merous new bulldlngs. some of whlch
are on the aky-acraplng order and
aome are about magnlflcent private
resldencea to be erocted wlthln tho clty
Umita and out ln the suburba by vlg-
orous bualnesa men who have done
well ln these flush times of good busl¬
ness and ln thla money-mantng era.

A little Inqulry among the arrhltects
and plan-drawers reveals the fact that
every Klchmond man who conternplates
bulldlng, whether for business or for
a residence, la looklng for the best to
be had. and la maklng a close Investi¬
gation of the latest thlngs to bo bad
ln the way of bulldlng. Thla ls a

good algn o( the times. A crltlc who
recently vlsll'ed Richmond gavo It aa

hla oplnlon that Richmond folka did
not glve altogether aB much attention
to appearancea ln tho matter of
home-b'iildlng bb they mlght. He
thought they looked too much to com-

fort and too llttlo to appearances. He
also thought the two ldeaa ft^rtt bo
comblned to Rlchmond's good. Anyhow,
the demands on the tlme and attention
of the architects for thjsy^a$t month
or more ind'eata that. beginnlng with
the new year, there la golng to be a
whole lot of bulldlng ln and about thls
good ?>ld town, and it la llkely that
a large percentage of the new resl¬
dencea to go up on the fashlonable
avenuea and out ln tho suburbs wlll
be of the most modern type.

1 jirm- tu Demand.
The agents who handle country

property, who ell farma, great and
.mall, tell me that they havo more
urgent and energetlc Inqulry from out-
of-State people. Many good Virginla
farms have beon sold recently to folks
from the frozen North and the blU-
zard cursed West, and the inqulrics in
the hands of the agents who have thls
class of property to aell would seem to
Indlcate that ln the early days of tho
new year there wlll be much larger
sales and a good many more of them.
The average suburbanite is hard to

down, and the men who sell this class
of property kept busy rlght up to the
jhallday hour. Presldent Funsten, of tho
Ginter Park Company, tells me that he
made sales rlght up to Saturday morn¬

lng, and he also says that at least
four of the late purchasers of lots out
there havo already contracted for
homes to be bullt as soo'n as tbe build¬
ers can get busy.
The *.Vesthampton folks tell me they

havo had falrly goo(i business con-
Bldering the rushing on of the holiday
season. A half a dozen lots sold near
the Richmond Collego site wlthln the
holiday week is pretty good buslness.

Wonillnml HelKhtx.
Excellent buslness for the past week

is reported by the Woodland Helghts
Company. Another church committee
has selected a well located corner near
Sommes Avenue, upon whlch to build
ln the near future. Foreseelng the
rapld development in this terrltory,
fuiir denomlnatlons have, very wlsely,
purchased sites.
Tho company also reports tho sale

ot three lots on Twenty-slxth Street,
near ftemmes Avenue, and two lots on
Twenty-elghth. Both will be lmproved
at once. lndlcatlons point to a vert-
He'ghta durlng the comlng se'aaon, and
table building boum ln Woodland
at thls tlmo over half a dozen homes
nro being erected by the owners.

Chrlst um.s Week'a Uolii-jN,
Hanglng over to the new yenr are a

wholo lot of deals that aro on tho
Htrlng, and 1 am told that not less
than a dozen agents oxpect to do some-
thing that ls almost sta.rt.llng even
tlurlng the days from now to the open-
lng ot' tho new year.
Tho Christmas week has in years

gono by beon sometimes I'amuiis for
riulct big bualnesa transactlons. After
tlie flrst days ot the festlve week a
iiulfituess foiiows, and timu traderaand
trufflckors yet together in some quiet
room all to themselves and turn trlcKa'
that early ln the year startle tlie un-
Buspectlug publlc. 1 have Information
lhat several dcals of this quiet klnd
nre on hand and llkely to he perfeoted
over egg-nogs and other thlngs be¬
foro tho new year dawn».
Anyhow, tho beat Butlailed among the

bualness folka of Itlolimond aro tho
CConUuued 011 Second iMye.)

OLD VIRGIXM COOK.
I.nvt ot lltir Him!.

E BACK HOME,
THE HODERH CRY

'Gwine Back to Dixie, Whar' de
Sweetest Blossoms Grow," Is

the Song.

4EW RAILWAY'S BIG SCHEME

Dutlanders to Come Home and
Bring Many Others Along

With Them.

ny frank s. woonsoN.
A meeting of rallway otflclals and

ithers lnterested ln the scheme ls to
>e held at Altapass, N. C. wherever
hat Ib, on the 10th of January, and the
rbject of the meeting Ia commendable
n that lt ls proposed to lnaugurate
vhat the orlgtnator of lt, XV. D. Rob-
irts, of the Carolina, Cllnchfleld and
)hlo P.allway, la pleased to call "tha
omc back home plan."
I had heard somethlng of this "back

tome" scheme, but dld not exactly
tnderatand lt. and so I wrote to Mr.
toherts about lt. I might wrlto a
aonth and I could noLexplaln It any
>etter than does lils letter. Here Is
vhat he eays:
"The Carolina, Cllnchfleld antl Ohlo

tallway's 'back home' plan of Iraml-
rratlon ls an effort to lnduce some of
ho thousands who have gone Into the
."orthwest and Canada to return to
helr former homes ln tho Southern
tates. Thla has also led ua to employ
11 possible means to dtscourage a fur-
her outgo ot people from our terri-
ory- Whlle our partlclpatlon ln the
ovenues derlved by the railroads from
ho travel of people golng West is com-
isratlvely small. lt ls somethlng, and
f we were successful in stopplng the
novement entirely (we hope to do
hls). the direct loss would be con-
iderable ln the course of a year, but
rom the standpolnt of frelght tonnage
re conslder tho loss of these people as
iroducers ls many tlmes greater than
helr passenger fares to the West
.mount to 'm any Southorn railroad.

Manj- liliiii'.inci-\
"I^ooklng at lt from the standpolnt

f our people, we take the positlon that
he comblnation of cheap and produc-
tve lands, favorable climate and near-
less to populous citles and lndustrlal
ilstricts now open to them makes op-
lortunltles whloh cannot be found any-
vhere ln the West or Canada.
"Therefore, both for those who

hould come back home and for vlc-
lms of the 'Western fever,' we are con-
'Inced that the South to-day ls the
.ery best possible country for them to
lvo in. Many who have gone Vv est are
crlting us to this effect, and others
c-ho have already oome back home con-
irm this convlctlon. Tho primary es-
ential to profitable farmlng is a good
narket and a ciulck dellvery of pro-
lucts. In the West the citles and in-
lustrial dlstriets are very distant from
ho cheap farmlng lands, whlch fact
onsumes the profits by frelght charges.

lllg MnrketN nt Your Door.
"But even in farmlng country com-

laratlvely close to tho cities and to the
nlnlng and lumberlng sections in the
Vcst the mass of land ls so extenslve
hat these markets are qulckly over-
tippliod and tho farmer is compelled
o find an otttlet for hls surplus at dls-
ant points or loso hls labor entirely.
uid when he sends his products to
hese points the profits are practically
bsorbed by tho railroads and commls-
ion men. Hero all ls different. Cities
nd towns are closo together, and an
mmenso consunilng populatlon is ln
he mining dlstriets of the Virglri'las
nd Eastern Kentucky. ln tho cotton
nills of the Carollnas. in tho lumber-
tiri' reglona, and tho great citles of tlie
Vtlantlc States.Baltlmore, Philadel-
'hla, New York and Boston.wlth thelr
eemlng milllons, aro wlthln a few
iours' tiaul, In the matter of distanco
lono the I'rult und llve stock produccr
n our cheap mountaln lands has as
;reat nn advantage ovor the Westerner
s an'absolutely prohlbltlyo tarllf wall
otild glvo hlm. He can take and hold
hose Southern and Eastern markets if
very acre ln -t+nr~^-Northwest Were"
.ivi'ti to settlers freo of charge and
rrlgatlon thrown ln.

Cic-ttliiK Together.'
"Rallway mniuigeiuents ln the South

iave been dlvidlng their efforts In this
tiatter of immigratlon. Through their
ndustrinl departiueuta they have spoilt
great deal of money to lnduce aet-

lers to take Up lands and supply the
learb'y markets, but thelr passenger
lepartmeutS ha,vo been Just ns alert
p aid tlie Western railroads ln draiy-
ng our natlve stock of people away
rom ,1S' Certalnly they cannot ro-
ttse to carry people who want to go
Vest, but lt wonl ho better for them
ind tho country they serve to use ull
loss'lble methods In persuadlng young
ttf.'ji to stny in tho S'outh antl use tho
ipportunltios uow at hand."

BIG THINGS IN OLD VIRGINIA

im imnr.¦.n in ii ih

WHAT THB >*A.VSF.)IOXD COL'M'V FARM DOYS ARE DOING.

IMrSPKBIiGli
he Old Virginia Cook Is Get-
ting- Scarce.Mighty Few of

Them Left.

LD-TIME RECOLLECTIONS

Remedy That Comes by Way
of a Mere Haphazard

Suggestion.
BV J. 31. BELL.

In cdnslderlng the Industrlal toa.-
res of Southern farm llfe at the pres-
it vrlting, perhap.s tliere ls no more

iportant braneh of labor than thc
rm eobk. Country alr.ls bracing, and
ine'rally fosters nnd at the same time,

lt were, perpetuates a hearty appe-
te, whicli must be appeased thrlc*,
iily. liencc it can bo readily seen
at the person who prepares these
ree meals for 365 days ln the year ls
>t only an important factor, but
ally the most important factnr ln thc
imostlc economy scheme on the farm.
Tn those famlllm* wlth country llfe
tho South it wlll hardly be necessary
emphaslze the fact that the proflt-;

ile .rtinnlng of thc plantatlbns them-
lvea was effected to a.great e.Ment by
e qualltles of lhe dusky queen of tho
tchon. For lf she was Inlttated ln
o inystorles of culslno and at the
me tlme put her knowledgo to every-
!>. use, uas chcerful and wllllng in
e cll'scharge of her heavy dutles, :;n

r of luipplneas pervaded tho atmos-
ii-rt' of tho wholo place.
Wlth threo regulur meal.". well
.oked and served, not only thc owner
ul hls famlly. but all the nogro farm>.
tnds, wero ln u mood to push tha
ork of tho plantatloii along. On the
hor hand, a surly, sllpshod cook made
ouble all tin- tlme. Irregular and
idlv .-ooked mcals fnstered a spliit of
scDiitont ln tho family and among '¦"'>
rm hands, roducing the ple.isurea of
itintry llfo to the mlnlmum, lf the
.oduets of lleld, garden, orchard und
niltry yard wore to be practically
ilnod by bad eooklng. Therefore the
niily got little satisfaction out of
oni, wlllle, ln tho caso of thc laborers,
>od bacon and cornmeal can be oasll.v
inve.rted Into mighty poor faio lf

(Contlnued on 'se^nd~i*ase.)
"

VIUGIMA-fJROW.V CIIIfKS.

LARGE TOBACCO SALES
IN VIRGINIA MARKETS

Growers of Weed Got Much Good Christmas
Money--Sales of Burley Unexpectedly Large,

But Few Sun-Cured Wrappers Shown.
Xotwlthstandlng the cold and harsli

weather tlio recelpts and sales of loose
leaf tobacco on all of the Virginia
and North Carolina markets were very

largo the past week. Thls ls always
the case tbe week before Christmas,
for ln spite of the fact that a ma¬

jority of the tobacco-growers ln the
two States have good bank accounts

they cannot. get over the old-timu
hablt ot marketlng the weed to get
"Christmas money."
Thc sale.i In Richmond opened Mon¬

day wlth large offerings of shlpped
sun-cured tobaccos and nn unexpeetedly
large supply of Burley. Tho Burley
came from West Virginia, Tennesscc,
Ohio and Virginia farms, and in the
aggregate amountcd to something llko
250,000 pounds. Tho bulk of these large
recelpts wero sold on Monday, but nll
through the week there wore offerings
of the Burley al all of the warehouses.
Prices for the Burley type wero well-
mitintaini-il, und some of tho stuft sold
as hlgh as $20 per hundred.
Thc offerings of sun-cured stocks

ran up lo about 760,000 pounds, and
necessltated double sales from Tues¬
day to tho closlng hours on ThursUay.
The offerings of sun-cured stock eon-

slsted mainly of flllers and thc lower
grades, tho farmers showlng a dis-
position io liolil back tlielr wrappers
ar.d better grades for after Christmas
offerings. Very fow wrappers shbwed
up. cutnparatively speaking, hut thc
buyers revelled in good iillcrs and
heavy working stocks. ConsldorlpE
the large dellveries prlccs held up re-
markably well, and thoro were but
few, if any, coniplalnls on tho part of
sellers.

Thursi|uy afternoon iho sulcs wore
declaroil off for thc year, and all day
Frlday the wurohotisemon woro "clean¬
lng up house" to ho rcaily for thc blg
sales expected ln the early days of
tho new year, whlch wlll commoiiOQ
un'the .'Jd of janunry. Already thoro Is
In hand largo shtpnients of Burloy
goods, und all of tho warehoiiHomoi
have notlco of forthcoming oxtenslvo
dellverles of the suii-oured stocks.
Wuatlier condltlons lieing favorablo,
thc..lanuary sales ofu.ll types are ex¬

pected to he large.
Tho business in imckagc or hogs-

Iiead lots of redried goods was fairl
good the past week, and not a fei
brights changed hands. Prices on suc

goods were well malntalned.

Dral.es Branch Tobacco -Mnrket.
Drnkes Branch, Va., December ::'..Tr

niarkol cloied Thursday for tho holldaj
nnd wlll open aftaln for buslness Tucsda;
January 3, 1911. Owln'g to the very dry fa
sales have not been as Iar«o as usual. Thel
has been about 750.000 pounds. whlch ls aboi
>0 per cent. decreaso over last year. Sali
have conslsted malnly of thn "last cu

tln?*." color of whlch has shown up vdr
well. A iow pllea of wrappers have bee
sold. and they have brought from flo.'tb $:
lier lw pounds.

If thero is a good sea*on between no
and the new year business wlll opcn u
wlth u rush, aa farmera seem falrly we
pleased wlth iirlces.

Bedford Clty Tobacco Market.
Bidfurd Clty, Va., December 21,.Becaui

Df the extremply cold tomrierature, coldoi
e'xperlenced bqforg Chrlstmas ln man
years, the breaks al the warehouses ha*
Heen Hffnt thls week, but the prlcea reallzo
Ior all that was marl-.eted woro high an
the planters ara well satlaflod, and oni
waltlng for a favoruule senson to brlm-
the IiIkIi gr.-idoa, that ns yet have not buu
handlod.
Thu market closed Th'-r=dny for tho hol

Jay, to be opeued January 3.

Rocky .Mount Tobacco .Mnrket.'
[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch. J

Rocky Mount, N. <\. fJecomber Sl..Bepoi
ol uales uf leaf tobacco on the Rocky .Moui
market;
palea for month of Docernbor, uno, BS9.5

oounds. avi page, *U.5o; sales fnr month of D,
cernbar, 19C9, M0S.H2 pounds, avorago, »9.li
JaorOBse tlns niouih, IIS.SIO pounda, uvura).

Sold for aeaaon of 1010 to date, 4,t;oo,S
pounds, avorago, Sia.Os; »oltl for season
1909 to date 7.628JI35 pounda, average. SS.7
deereasn iu pounda Ihls aoaioni £025,61
pounds, average (tnoreaio), 12.21,
Receipts of leaf tobacco thla iveek woi

yery good, but owIhk to tlie inet that on]
throa Bales were had the total uim.untod
little more than luu.oou pounds. Quality
the pfferingi woro nbout lu llno wlth n
eenl salea, though not up to the average
tho crop. Prlcej full hish oil moat a
B-ra.de-, ea'peclally tbo better gradea of lot
and wrappers. I'ommon grades of Imif OM
llign, thouBh no'l noglected, nre inom rei
tonablu than a few waoka agp, Htlll, tl
general average Ie good and tho farmers a
plttnsed.

Rftlo'n ad.lourncd Wednes,|iiy for thu hol
daya, to be roiuiued January ll. ion. it
IhoiiKht moro than four-tll'ths uf th, ert
has l.u sold, and siunller s.iloa are e;
peeied during lhe inonlh ul .Junuavy.

UIO CITY OF SUFFOLK,

PLAH3T0RECLAIM
LAHDS IN SOUTH

Western and Eastern Grain
Growers Are Chief

Buyers.

NEW INDUSTRIES OF WEEK

Various Enterprises Reportctl
From Different Sections

of Dixie.

[SpeclnJ to The Tlmes-Dlapatch.]
Baltlmore, December 24..Tho pjjr-

chase of largo propertles ln the South
for reclamatlon antl colonlzatlon pur-
poses ls reported by the Manufac¬
turers' liecord as belng the most

striklng feature of the week ln South¬
ern buslness actlvltles. Westorn and
Eaatern graln growers and land op-
erators are the chief buyers. Julius
S. Funk, presldent of the Farm Pro¬
ducts Company. of Bloomlngton, 111
said to be the largest produeer of

seed corn ln the world, has. wlth asso¬

ciates, purchased 15.000 aerus of re-

claimed and unreclalmed pralrle lands
ut Paradlso, La.i for $315,000, for the
purpose of devoloplng thla property
ln order to ralso the Ilnost grade of
need corn to meet tho lnereaslng de¬
mand ln tho South for the best ex¬

pert raised seed corn, tho demand for
whlch ls rapidly lnereaslng by reason

of the fact that corn-growing Is fast
sttpplantlng cotton In boll-weevll sec¬

tions of Mississippi, Loulsinna and ad-
jacent States.
The Red River Valley nnd Pevolop-

ment Company. of Scranton, Pn., has
purchased S.000 acres of land In
Louisiana. and wlll dovolop 2,800 acres,

already cleared, for farmlng purposes.
and tho balance. whieh ls tn tlmber
land. will be cleared as rapidly as

feaslble,
Thc New EriKland Co-Operntlvo

orange Orchard fompany. of Boston

hns purchnsed 2.200 acres of land near

Liverpool. Tex.. and wlll develop lt for

growlng oranges, figs, pecans and

other fruits.
Wlsconsln capltallsts have organlzed

the Louisiana Intensltled Farmlng nnd

Dralnage Company, at Gueydan, La.,
whlch ls plannlng the constructlon ot

canals for reclalmlng 100,003 acres ot
wet pralrle land In Vermlllton Parlsh,
whllo tho Arcadlan Meadows Company,
of New Orleans, wlll be Incorporated
to cirain and develop 5,000 acres ln St
Charles Parlsh, Ln.
Theso heavy land sales, made malnly

to Western and Northern capitalists,
are indlcatlve of the wldespread inter¬
est throughout the entire country in

the purchase of Southern agricultural
lands or wet lands to be. reelaimecl
and developed for scientlflc farmlng.
Among important Industrial Interests

reported during the week by tho Man¬
ufacturers' Record ln its weekly sum¬

mary of new enterprises -Ynay bc men-

tloned the followlng:
North Carolina Electrlc and Powet

Company, Sallsbury, N. C purchased
the Whltney Company property, on tho
Vadkln River, and intends to completo
the water power electrlc plant, hosldos
contlnulng the general industrial land
developments planned by tlie old com¬

pany. An cxpendlture of nbout $1,000,-
000 is contemplated.

B. Cllftord Pottor, Boston, purchased
the Rocklngh.ini Power Company
prooerty at Rocklngham, N. C. and
phiis complotins tho watcr powet
el tricnl plant to develop .10,000 horse-

ar for transmlsslon by electrjclty.
Prlco Coal and Lumber Conlpany.

Lexlngton. fc>-.. was incorporated wlth
5100,000 capital stock and hns pur¬
chased 10,000 acros of coal aud tlmber
isnds.
Eagle Collierles Company, Charles-

ton, W. \ra., was Incorporated wlth
$ino,Oiin capital stock to mlno coal,
Elk Ford Coal Company was Incor¬

porated wlth $600,000 capital stock by
Indian apartles to develop coal and
tlmber lands ln Morgan county, Ky.
West Vlrglnla Coal and Land Comr

pany, Charleston, vv- Va was Incor-
ppratbd wlth $-100,030 capital atock td
deal ln nnd clovelop co'il propertles,

I'ratt 'Consolldated Coul Company,
Birmingham, purchased dddlitonal
propertles comprlsltrg about 36.00C
acres ot coal Hand ln' Walker county,
Ala. on whlch uro mlnes now oper-
atltn; under leaso, wlth u dally output
uf 1,200 tons of coal.
Alabama Fuel aud iron ConVpans

Birmingham, awardcci contract for' th«
erectloti of ;i coal washtng plant to
cost more than $100,000; daily capaclty
Wlll be 3,500 tons of coul, uud reln-

iforced concrot'o eonsti'iietlon iias been
uilopted.

.Inclcsonvl'le OlasR t'onrpnny, .laek-
aonvllle, Fla.. was organized to et'tab
llsli « factory coating'frota $150,000 tt
^Uj.ut'O.

DRAINAGEAND ITS
MHpiTS

Millionsof Acres of Vir¬
ginia Lands Can Be
MadeVeryProfitable

IDLE GROUNDS
MAY BE USEFUL

Most Interesting Address Madi
by One Who Has Made a Study
of the Subject of Drainage.

Words of Wisdom for
Virginians to Con-

.sider.

IIV FltAMC S. WOODSO.N".
in.hi-.il-ini Edltor.)

At a recent meetlng held ln tliia
clty, to conslder the great subject ol
dralnlng the aivnmp lands of Virginia,
and, as for that matter, all of tlif*
lands that need dralnlng, C. G. Blllott,
ihi.-f iof dralnago Investlgatlons Ot
the Unitod States Department of Ag¬
riculture, was tho prlnclpal speaker.

Elliott has mado a study of tluMr.
drainage subject, and liko all men
whu make a specialty of a partlcular
subject, he probably emphaslzerl
lils partlcular wark with a trltle too
much emphasls. I tako lasuu wlth Mr.
Elllott, when he says that there ls a
superabundanco of poor lan<] ln Vir¬
ginia, and that Virglnla's solc salva¬
tlon conslst in ilraining its overwes
or swamp lands. I belleve, as l havo
often set forth In thls sedtloh, that
there ls very iittle poor land In Vir¬
ginia, lf the owiu-rs of the sanie will
onlv take care of It and keep it i,t
gooj shape ln the same way that th :.'
look after the health of their children;
but I belleve wlth Mr. Elllutt that
much of Vlrginia'a land needs to be
looked after ln tho matter of drain¬
age. and I do know

could ln
lf

ua.lf

llly

tnll-
ii.t >

IU

d d

ve Mr.
t i -:

in pre-
ralnaga

rhcr

lions of acr
produclng a
age ystem tho uwamps w
lnto prbdueli g acres.

ln thla connection 1
llott'e addresa, barrlng ti
paragraphs, that the reade
pick oui, is woll worth
of Virginia farmers. esp
who are th^ happy owners of swamp
lands and hucklcberry plots.

W-ird* ot Wlndoni.
I am glad to bc abl

Eliio-t's address in full.
"1 have no apology t.

senting the mibjoi r.r
at this tlmo, for be;
timately connected wli
velopmqnts of the agriculture pf thu
State. Virginia was the brlgmal gat->-
wai to the New World.the avenue
through which the ploneers of early
days reached the unexplored rfglona
beyong. it la thc blrthplace of reglonn
dents and statesmen, and the home of
learnlng, chlvalry and valorous deeds.
The history of the State shows an
array of notable events second to nu
othor Commonwealth ln the t'nion.

"Xo one would il.air- to dlspute for a.
momeni thc presllgo of Uu- Domlnion
State in tlicsc thlngs, hut the peoplo
ol to-day are co'nfront'e'd by probloms
whlch cannot bc solved by contemplat-
ing the achievements of the past.
Thoy are tho problems of the hour, and
relato tc industrlal condltlons whlch
vltally concern the people. Say what
we may concerning thc Importanc*
of other pursults, agriculture cannot
be neglected wlthout materlally re-
tardlng the prosperity of the State.
The Improvement of agriculture Is tho
most real is tie subject before us. Eani*
havo been cultlvated for 200 years, aml
aro sald to be depleted ln fertility.
unprofitable for cultivatlon, and fur-
thermore, many of them are aban¬
doned. What are we golng to do about.
it'.' We are going to bulld them un
by restorlng their fertility througli
eve*ry avallable means. That propo¬
sltlon brlngs me to the subject we
have before us. I know from personal
inspectlon that many of these tlelds
whlch have been cultlvated for a i-en-
tury. have within their houndartca
swales and hogs whlch ara wet every
spring. and whore horses and men
havo labored through mud and mlra
at every seed time, and where Indlffer-
ent harvests havo been gathered wlth
thankfulness that they were no less,

Agrlcultural Adviintage*-.
"There are epocha in ngrlcultureaa

well as in polltles, science and dio-
covery. Onc of them Is upon us now,
nnd calla for tho reclaination of wet
lands which may be made sultable fo .

agriculture. Tliesa lands are found.
partlcularly ln the plains sectlon of
the State. which aro useless for any
purpose, the larger part of whlch may
be dralned and made productlve.

li ls not the purpose of this addross
to crltlclze methods of farmlng, or to
dlscredlt thc efforts of those who are
aUemptlng to eoax a llvlng out of tho
laml under dlscouraglng envlrontnents.
There aro certaln lundamentals. how¬
over, that demand our attentlon, and
this ls a time whon lt is well to look
ovor thc situation, and for thoso who
are epgaged in agriculture ln this
State to declde whether they are pur-
SUlrig tho proper courso for the tiltl-
mato advantage of themselves and of
th.- Commonwealth. Byery agrlcultural
sectlon has found it Wise, and oven
necessary, to materlally modlfy lt*
praotlce ln farmlng In proportion a-;
social and Industrlal changes follow
the moro primitive customs. lt is the
practice of farmers to tirst take the
cream of tho land, to despoll th... s- II
ln the attempt to aecure Its treasure,
and neglect thos,. thlngs which wlll
Insure future brollt and oerinaneni

it.il.

Vot-eaatt) ot Dralnane
Tho loss upon many farmj ree-ultln

rrom portioi .¦ of ih '.:¦.-¦

owner.-. Th.r- ..¦ t\eli\


